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have a temporary illness or physical 
disability, may vote by absentee ballot.  
New York State has passed legislation that 

allows voting by 
absentee ballot this year, 
including in this village 
election, where a voter is 
unable to appear 
personally to vote at the 
polling place because 
there is a risk of 
contracting or spreading 
a disease that may cause 
illness to the voter or to 

other members of the public.  Thus, it is 
permissible to write “Risk of Covid” or 
words to that effect as the reason for 
requesting an absentee ballot.  Residents 
may request an absentee ballot in one of 
two ways: 1) Residents can request an 
absentee ballot to be mailed to their home 
through Tuesday, March 8th, or 2) Receive 
an absentee ballot in-person at Village Hall 
through Monday, March 14th.  

For more information about voting by 
absentee ballot or anything else regarding 
the Plaza’s local elections, please call the 
Village Clerk-Treasurer, Patricia O’Byrne, 
at Village Hall during normal business 
hours, Monday through Friday, between 9 
a.m. and 4:45 p.m., at (516) 482-4500. 

It is important that all residents that are 
registered to vote, vote in the Plaza Village 
election.  It is important that your voice be 
heard! 

 

While the majority of Americans associate 
going to the polls to cast their votes with 
the first Tuesday in November, the fact of 
the matter is across the 
country, local 
municipalities hold their 
own elections 
throughout the calendar 
year. Great Neck 
Plaza’s Village election 
is held each year during 
March. 

This year, the Village 
election will take place 
on Tuesday, March 15th, from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. The Plaza will be holding its Village 
elections at Village Hall, 2 Gussack Plaza, 
Great Neck, NY 11021, for the following 
elected offices; the office of the Mayor (1) 
and two (2) Trustee positions, with each 
elected position serving a two-year term.  

Plaza residents who are not registered to 
vote can register with Nassau County Board 
of Elections through Friday, March 4th. 
Voter registration forms are available at 
Village Hall or online via the Board of 
Elections’ website at the following address: 

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/11812.  

On Election Day, designated free, voter 
parking will be reserved in the outdoor 
municipal lot across the street from Village 
Hall to make voting easier. 

Plaza residents who, among other reasons, 
will be absent from Nassau County or who 
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Message From the Mayor 
In the past 17 months since I was elected Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor Pam Marksheid and Trustee 
Michael DeLuccia were elected Trustees in the 
September 2020 election (which had been 
postponed from March 2020),  we and the others 
on the Village Board have been working hard in 
furtherance of certain priorities.   

A very important priority for us has been the 
Village’s downtown.  We have two major 
objectives in this regard, attracting new merchants 
and restaurants to our downtown and supporting 
our existing merchants and restaurateurs to help 
them continue to be successful.   

We are very pleased that economic activity in our 
Village has significantly increased over the past 
14 months.  Since January 1, 2021, over thirty 
new retail businesses have opened or are expected 
to open shortly in our Village.  While some of 
these involve a change of ownership of businesses 
that were previously operating, most of these 
involve new businesses in our Village. 

To accomplish our goal of attracting new 
businesses to our Village, the Village has retained 
Downtown Works, a downtown retail strategy 
firm that has been developing a retail strategy for 
our downtown and is working with the Village to 
hire a Village downtown advocate who will 
actively recruit new retail shops and restaurants 
for our Village.  The Village has also retained 
Vision Accomplished to work with the Village to 
obtain funding that would be available for owners 
of retail properties to upgrade their properties, an 
important aspect of attracting new desirable retail 
tenants.  We have also worked informally with 
representatives of the Chamber of Commerce to 
recruit new retail businesses. 

The Village has worked to support its existing 
merchants by teaming up with Hofstra University 
in Prosper in the Plaza, a new program which 
provided Plaza merchants the opportunity to take 
at no cost to them, a series of six monthly 
workshops in which marketing, social media 
marketing, customer service, financial 
management and other important skills needed for 
retail success in 2022 were taught.  We are 
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planning to offer a second series of workshops for 
those of our merchants who were not able to take the 
prior series of workshops.  We have continued to 
work with our Business Improvement District which 
provides a series of promotions to assist our 
downtown merchants and special events such as 
summer promenades to attract more people to our 
downtown. 

Another important priority during my approximate 17 
months as mayor has been improving the Village’s 
infrastructure.  We have undertaken major renovation 
projects of our two Village garages, which were built 
back in the 1980s.  The Gussack Garage renovation 
project has been substantially completed with major 
concrete renovation and the installation of a brand 
new elevator cab that will be opened shortly.  The 
renovation project of the Maple Drive Garage will 
begin within the next few weeks and will provide 
significant major renovation similar to the Gussack 
Garage project.  We have also substantially 
completed the third year of our State of Good Repair 
(“SOGR”) project involving the repaving of all of the 
Village’s streets.  This past year we repaved 
Canterbury Road, Chapel Place, St. Paul’s Place, 
portions of Barstow Road, a portion of Welwyn 
Road, Wycham Place, Townhouse Place, Park Place, 
portions of Bond Street and a portion of Gussack 
Plaza.  SOGR III will be completed in the Spring of 
2022 and the remaining Village roads will be repaved 
in SOGR IV, scheduled for later in 2022.  When 
SOGR IV is completed, all of the Village streets will 
have been repaved during the last several years. 

The Village has placed an important priority on 
improving pedestrian and traffic safety over the past 
17 months.  We have undertaken significant traffic 
improvements to various streets including Park Place, 
Canterbury Road and Chapel Place and are in the 
process of having a traffic study completed which is 
needed to reduce the speed limits on nine Village 
streets.  The Village retained a traffic engineer to 
recommend safety improvements to Nassau County 
regarding the intersection of Grace Avenue (which is 
a Nassau County road) and Barstow Road.  We 
arranged with the LIRR for LIRR engineers to 
inspect the Barstow Road Bridge 
and were advised by the engineers 

Continued on Page 3 
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that that bridge is structurally 
sound.  The roadway on the 

Barstow Road Bridge was repaved by the Village 
this past fall and we will be planning a project for 
later in 2022 to repair and repave the sidewalks on 
both sides of the bridge’s roadway.  Repaving of 
the sidewalk on the Middle Neck Road Bridge has 
recently been completed and we thank Nassau 
County Legislator Mazi Melesa Pilip for bringing 
that about.   

We also anticipate that in the year ahead we will 
be working with Nassau County in several major 
roadway projects that will be of substantial benefit 
to our Village residents. 

While we have been working to accomplish all of 
the foregoing, we are very proud that we have 
continued the Village’s long standing practice of 
fiscal restraint.  This year our Village tax increased 
a modest 2.7%, notwithstanding the inflationary 
pressures of today’s economy.  Our Village’s 
budget was actually $70,616 less than the budget 
for the prior fiscal year and the Village achieved a 
debt reduction of approximately $158,000.00. 

Another emphasis of our Administration has been 
on public safety.  The Plaza continues to be a safe 
place for us to live, work and shop.  We have 
worked closely with the Nassau County Police 
Department and in particular the leadership of the 
Sixth Precinct and the members of the Sixth 
Precinct’s Problem-Oriented Policing (“POP”) 
Unit.  Recently, several POP officers working with 
myself and a team of social workers engaged in 
coordinated outreach to certain homeless 
individuals, which outreach efforts will continue.  
POP squad officers have addressed a variety of 
issues that have arisen over the past year and have 
worked with the Village to provide a number of 
crime prevention seminars to our Village residents.  
I am very pleased to report that the response by the 
officers of the NCPD to actual emergencies has 
continued to be excellent.  Our Village’s Code 
Enforcement Officers have continued their 
important work enforcing parking, safety and other 
Village ordinances and they do so with courtesy 
and professionalism. 

 

The Village has continued its focus on providing 
quality essential services to our residents including, 
among others, sanitation pickup, snow removal, 
street cleaning and efforts to beautify our Village. 

The Village has a long tradition of providing special 
programs for the enjoyment of our residents and 
others. We are very pleased that the summer concert 
series in Firefighters Park which had been cancelled 
in 2020 due to the pandemic resumed in 2021 for a 
series of six concerts, much to the delight of those 
who attended. Looking ahead, we anticipate 
returning to a full concert series in the summer of 
2022.  The Village’s Business Improvement 
District, working with the Village, provided a full 
schedule of summer promenades.  The Village has 
started a Residents Group of interested residents 
who work with Village officials to present 
educational, cultural and entertaining programs, 
including programs regarding Lunar New Year, 
Women’s History Month and Earth Day.  We have 
continued providing our annual poetry program. 

We believe that because of all the things that we 
know make our Village a wonderful place to live, 
Niche.com ranked Great Neck Plaza as the Number 
1 2021 Best Place to Live in New York.  This is a 
distinction about which we may all take great pride. 

Throughout all of our activities and efforts, we have 
continued to practice openness and transparency.  
We encourage all of our residents to attend the 
Village Board of Trustees meetings which are held 
at 7:00 P.M. on the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month and to communicate to us your ideas, 
thoughts and concerns so that we may continue to 
work together to make Great Neck Plaza even better  
in the months and years ahead. 

My colleagues and I wish you and your family the 
very best. 

Ted Rosen, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

Continued from Page 2 
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Deputy Mayor Gerald Schneiderman, who has 
been a long time Village of Great Neck Plaza 
Trustee, will be retiring from the Village Board of 
Trustees on a date to be determined when he and 
his wife Linda move out of the Village.  The 
announcement of Deputy Mayor Schneiderman’s 
retirement was made at the Village’s Board of 
Trustees’ meeting held on February 16, 2022.  
Mayor Ted Rosen also announced that Village 
resident Alex (Siu Long) Au will be appointed as 
a Trustee to succeed Deputy Mayor Schneiderman 
following the effective date of his retirement. 

Schneiderman has had a long record of service to 
the Village.  Beginning in the 1970s, 
Schneiderman became active in the Wyngate 
Civic Association and as a result was appointed by 
then Mayor Andrew Wurman to become a 
member of the Village’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  After several years, Schneiderman 
became the Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
and served on that Board as a member and as the 
Chair for over 20 years.  In 2000, he was elected 
as a Trustee of the Village and continues to serve 
in that position.  In 2020, Schneiderman was 
appointed as a Deputy Mayor of the Village.  He 
has served as a member of the Board of the 
Village’s Business Improvement District, 
Commissioner of the Water Authority of Great 
Neck North, a member or chair of a number of 
Village committees and for a period of time 
supervised the Village’s Department of Public 
Works. 

 

Rosen stated of Deputy Mayor Schneiderman: “For 
many years Gerry has worked tirelessly for the 
Village.  His motivation throughout this entire time, 
has always been how could he make the Plaza a 
better place for its residents, merchants, business 
owners and all those 
who shop in or visit 
the Village. Gerry 
has always strongly 
supported our 
downtown merchants 
and has always 
sought to beautify the 
Village.  Gerry is the 
resident expert on the 
Village’s sign code 
and has been in 
charge of Village 
plantings for a 
number of years. 
Gerry’s record of 
public service to the 
Village is a model for 
other public officials 
to follow.  Our 
Village is much the 
better today for all 
that Deputy Mayor 
Schneiderman has 
done. We will miss 
him on the Board.”  

 

DEPUTY MAYOR GERALD SCHNEIDERMAN, A LONG TIME VILLAGE OF GREAT 
NECK PLAZA TRUSTEE, TO RETIRE FROM THE VILLAGE BOARD 

ON A DATE TO BE DETERMINED; 
VILLAGE RESIDENT ALEX AU NAMED AS SUCCESSOR 

Deputy Mayor  
Gerald Schneiderman 

Alex Au 
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Celebrating Lunar New Year  
By Pamela Marksheid, Deputy Mayor 

The Village of Great Neck Plaza extends our 
deepest wishes to our Asian residents and 
neighbors who have celebrated this very 
special holiday this last month.  Our Great 
Neck Plaza Residents Committee joined in 
the celebration with a Lunar New Year 
presentation on February 15th which is the 
last day of the holiday.  We had two 
informational discussions, one on the history 
of the holiday provided by Cindi Frank and 
one on how it is celebrated in countries 
around the world, provided by myself.  Then 
we had a wonderful explanation and demonstration of 
calligraphy expertly provided by Xiaochun Yang.  Since 
this holiday is sometimes called the Lantern Festival, I, a 
retired teacher, showed by Zoom how to make paper 
lanterns and also paper dragon puppets.  All of the 
necessary materials were provided in gift bags to complete 
these two projects for pickup at Village hall. 

Lunar New Year is celebrated throughout the world from 
China, Southeast Asia, Australia and Malaysia, Singapore, 
and in many cities in Europe and the United States.  The 
holiday is filled with rich culture, wonderful traditions and 
great food.  Unlike New Year’s Celebrations in many parts 
of the world that last one day, this holiday usually lasts 15 
days.  The holiday follows the Lunar calendar, which is 
based on how long it takes the Moon to orbit the Earth.  As 
a result, the date for Chinese New Year does not fall out 
on the same date every year.  On New Year’s Eve, 
firecrackers are set off to scare away any bad luck or 
monsters.  Homes are also decorated in everything red. 

During the festival, every day families will follow 
traditions, rituals, superstitions that date back for centuries.  
Children are given red envelopes and they are usually 
filled with money to wish them good luck.  Families and 
friends get together and celebrate over big family meals. 

An important part of the culture is the Chinese zodiac, 
based on ancient Chinese mythology; 2022 will mark the 
Year of the Tiger.  Each animal of the zodiac is said to 
possess its own character traits.  Those born during a Tiger 
Year are said to possess these tiger qualities: being 
courageous, assertive and natural leaders.  Children born 
during this year are also said to be thrill seeking, crave 
attention, they might be short tempered but capable of 
generosity.  The other members of the Chinese Zodiac are 
the Rat, Ox, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, 
Rooster, Dog, and Pig.  Why don’t you look up what year 
you were born on the Chinese Zodiac and see if you have 
those qualities of that animal?  I was born in the year of 
the Rat (thought I will not tell you what exact year).  These 
are the qualities I should possess: I should be charming 
and persuasive with smarts and a quick wit.  Although I 

am not sure I like the name of the animal, I 
think I will happily takes those attributes.   

The Board of Trustees would like to wish 
you all luck, love and health this Lunar New 
Year.  If you want to give a greeting to 
someone you know or meet, you can say the 
following: 

•      Happy New year: Xin nian kuai le 
(Mandarin), or San nin fail ok (Cantonese) 
literally translates from the greeting, “ 
Happy New Year” more common in the 

west. 

 Congratulations and be prosperous: Gong xi fa cai 
(Mandarin) or Gong hey fat choi (Cantonese) loosely 
translates to “Congratulations and be prosperous” 

Beautifying Great Neck Plaza  
By Gerry Schneiderman, Deputy Mayor 

One of my greatest pleasures as Trustee/Deputy Mayor of 
the Plaza is to help the village look attractive.  Some years 
ago, the Village purchased new, large ceramic planters that 
were placed throughout the downtown streets.  We also 
have hanging baskets on Bond Street and Middle Neck 
Road lamp fixtures. I work very closely with a local 
horticulturist to purchase seasonal plants and flowers to be 
placed in these beautiful baskets and containers.  Plants in 
public places not only provide beauty but also give us a 
connection to nature. In addition, plants have a positive 
effect on the environment by improving air quality and 
releasing oxygen into the air.  People have noticed that 
their moods improve when beautiful plants surround them. 
Another facet of my position as Trustee is the approval of 
signage.  When a business applies for a conditional use 
permit, they must fill out a separate sign application.  We 
have rules governing the type, size, materials and 
appearance of these signs.  Sometimes, we are faced with a 
corporate sign that applies nationwide.  Then, we have to 
work with that company’s logos to make sure they are still 
attractive for our downtown. The Village has just hired a 
company, Vision Accomplished, to help develop retail 
design guidelines for the downtown area.  Our village has 
always been very attractive and we want to make sure we 
keep it that way. 



If your household earned $168,901 - $500,000 in Adjusted 
Gross Income in 2020: 

 Federal tax return for 2020 (IRS Form 1040) is 
required; page 1 of IRS Form 1040 will be used. For 
those whose filing status is Married Filing Separately 
(MFS), both federal tax returns for 2020 are required. 
The applicant(s) name, address, SSN, and line 11 
adjusted gross income must be visible to verify 
eligibility. 

 Proof of residence in the name of the Applicant: 
mortgage statement, current lease, utility statement, or 
homeowner/renter insurance statement.    

 Proof of Direct Economic Harm to the Household: 

 Receipt of funeral costs for immediate family member 

 2020/2021 Unemployment benefits receipt  

 Social Services program receipt (ex: SNAP) 

 Mortgage statement showing missed payment 

 Utility statement showing arrears 

 Eviction notice 

 Unreimbursed medical or behavioral health bills 

 Unreimbursed remote learning expenses 

Households with more than $500,000 in Adjusted Gross 
Income in 2020 are not eligible for this program. One 
application per household is allowed. A household 
consists of all the people who occupy a housing unit. 
Applicants must be the Head of Housing Unit, such as the 
homeowner (name on mortgage) or primary leaseholder 
(name on lease). Proof of residence is required for all 
applications. 

Please note, direct payments will be mailed automatically 
to households currently receiving:  Enhanced STAR for 
Seniors, Disability and Limited Income Exemptions or 
Senior Citizens Property Tax Emptions.  You do not need 
to apply.   

You can apply for this program by visiting…  https://
hap.nassaucountyny.gov/ or by calling (516) 571-1555 

 

We have all been impacted by Covid, either personally or 
professionally.  Many people have suffered some sort of 
financial loss attributable to the Covid Pandemic.  Did you 
know that Nassau County offers a Household Assistance 
Program.  The Household Assistance Program is geared to 
help Nassau County households with annual Adjusted 
Gross Income of $168,900 or less; or to Nassau County 
households with Adjusted Gross Income up to $500,000 
and eligible COVID-related economic harm. 

Nassau County has allocated federal funds from the 
American Rescue Plan to create the Boost Nassau 
Household Assistance Program. You are encouraged to 
apply for a one-time grant of $375 to support your 
household’s recovery. 

Use of federal funds requires the collection of specific 
information included in this application. One application 
per household is allowed. A household consists of all the 
people who occupy a housing unit. Please have the 
following documents and information available before 
starting the application. Files may be PDF, JPEG, or PNG. 

Documents Required 

If your household earned $168,900 or less in Adjusted 
Gross Income in 2020:   

 Federal tax return for 2020 (IRS Form 1040) is 
required; page 1 of IRS Form 1040 will be used. For 
those whose filing status is Married Filing Separately 
(MFS), both federal tax returns for 2020 are required. 
The applicant(s) name, address, SSN, and line 11 
adjusted gross income must be visible to verify 
eligibility. 

 Proof of residence in the name of the Applicant: 
mortgage statement, current lease, utility statement, or 
homeowner/renter insurance statement. 

 For those not required to file an annual income tax 
return, please provide proof of identity (government-
issued photo ID, birth certificate, or Social Security 
card); proof of residence (rent receipt, lease, mortgage 
statement, or current utility bill); and a receipt of 
benefits, or a current benefit award letter (SNAP, 
housing, or Social Security). 

 

Nassau County Household Assistance Program  
By Michael DeLuccia, Trustee 
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Mayor Rosen stated “this project was initiated a 
number of years ago through the efforts of former 
Nassau County Legislator Ellen Birnbaum and now 
Legislator Pilip has been instrumental in moving 
this forward.  This is a much needed project which 
will result in a tremendous improvement of the 
roadway and which will substantially improve 
traffic and pedestrian safety.  We are very grateful 
to both former Legislator Birnbaum and Legislator 
Pilip for both of their efforts with respect to this 
project and to the County DPW for moving ahead 
with this important project at this time.” 

A public information meeting is expected to take 
place in the next several months.  The project is 
expected to commence in spring, 2023. 

After having been in the consideration and planning 
stages for many years, a project involving major 
renovation and safety improvements of Cutter Mill 
Road from Middle Neck Road to Bayview Avenue is 
expected to be undertaken by Nassau County in the 
near future.   

Recently, Mayor Ted Rosen, Deputy Mayor Pamela  
Marksheid, Trustee Michael DeLuccia, Trustee 
Lawrence Katz, various Village officials and Nassau 
County Legislator Mazi Melesa Pilip met with Deputy 
Commissioner Joseph Pecora and Traffic Engineer 
Christopher Liberti of the Nassau County Department 
of Public Works to review and discuss the plans for 
the project.   

 

CUTTER MILL ROAD EXPECTED TO UNDERGO MAJOR RENOVATION 
AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

From left to right: Nassau County Department of Public Works Deputy Commissioner Joseph Pecora, Trustee Lawrence Katz, 
Deputy Mayor Pamela Marksheid, Trustee Michael DeLuccia, Nassau County Traffic Engineer Christopher Liberti, Nassau 
County Legislator Mazi Melesa Pilip, Building Inspector Steve Truglio, Superintendent of Village Department of Public Works 
Roy Curtis, Village Clerk Patricia O’Byrne, Mayor Ted Rosen and Village Code Enforcement Supervisor Dwight Nembhard 
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The Grand Rehabilitation & Nursing Great 
Neck is a 214-bed short term and long term 
skilled nursing and rehabilitation center. 

Mayor Rosen stated “The Grand Rehabilitation 
& Nursing Great Neck provides important 
services to individuals who live both in and 
outside of our community.  In addition, they 
have proven to be a strong supporter of Village 
and community projects. We look forward to 
their continued involvement in Village and 
community projects in the future.”   

Recently, Mayor Ted Rosen, Deputy Mayor 
Pamela Marksheid and Trustee Michael 
DeLuccia visited with staff and residents at the 
Grand Rehabilitation & Nursing located at 15 
St. Paul’s Place in the Village.  In addition to 
greeting residents and staff, the Village officials 
toured newly renovated portions of the facility 
including one newly renovated floor which 
contained a new physical therapy gym,  beauty 
salon and dining room and met with David 
Hersko, Administrator, Laura Diblasi, Assistant 
Administrator and Ofelia De Jesus, Jr., Director 
of Business Development of The Grand 
Healthcare System. 

THE GRAND REHABILITATION & NURSING GREAT NECK 

From left to right: Mayor Ted Rosen, David Hersko, Administrator, Grand Rehabilitation & Nursing Great Neck, Trustee Michael 
DeLuccia, Deputy Mayor Pamela Marksheid, Laura Diblasi, Assistant Administrator, Grand Rehabilitation & Nursing Great Neck 
Grand and Ofelia De Jesus, Jr., Director of Business Development, The Grand Healthcare System 
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Department of Public Works  
By Roy Curtis, Superintendent  

The Department of Public Works, otherwise referred 
to as DPW, is responsible for maintaining the 
infrastructure and appearance of the Village. This 
includes maintenance of roads, signage, striping of 
streets, parking meter repair and collections, Village 
cleanliness and responding to a variety of events, 
including emergencies to assist the police and fire 
departments whenever necessary. 

The personnel that make up the Department of Public 
Works are Steven Penn, Cody Wright, Matthew 
Froman, Aiejandro Blanco-Mora and Hermilo Ortega. 

The department may be reached by calling (516) 482-
4500 and pressing 8. 

 

Building Department  
By Rich Belziti, Commissioner of Public Services 

Welcome to the Great Neck Plaza Building Department. Our 
department is responsible for reviewing applications, and 
issuance of permits, for all types of construction and land 
improvement projects for residential and commercial properties 
within the Village.  
Our department examines and enforces compliance with New 
York State Building and Fire codes, and the Code of the Village 
of Great Neck Plaza. Our main goals are to promote the safety, 
health, and general welfare of the public, to educate the public of 
requirements about the requirements of the different types of 
building and zoning codes that apply to their projects and 
properties and to provide exceptional service for all the people 
we serve. 
The Building Department is here to answer any questions 
regarding the permit application process or to assist with any 
other Building Department matters. The knowledgeable and 
friendly staff of the Building Department consists of Steve 
Truglio, Building Inspector and Marilyn Scafe, Secretary to the 
Department of Building. 
The department may be reached by calling (516) 482-4500 and 
pressing 3. 

Clerk-Treasurer’s Office  
By Patricia O’Byrne, Clerk-Treasurer 

Code Enforcement  
By Dwight Nembhard, Supervisor of Code 

Enforcement  

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Office implements the policies of 
the Village as established by the Board of Trustees and 
carries out the day-to-day administrative and financial 
functions of the Village. As the Clerk, I prepare the agen-
das of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees 
and I attend the meetings as well. I coordinate operations 
and tasks among all of the Village Departments. Our re-
sponsibilities include budget preparation, tax collection, 
accounts payable, accounts receivable, financial report-
ing, payroll, purchasing, human resources, licensing, 
elections, and public complaints/inquiries.  

Deputy Clerk Ana Quinones and Deputy Treasurer Co-
lette Smith assist in the execution of the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the office.   

The office may be reached by calling (516) 482-4500 and 
pressing  2. 

Meet the Staff 

Continued on Page 10 

Code Enforcement’s responsibilities are very diverse 
in nature, including: enforcement of Village codes 
and laws, promoting public awareness of parking 
code regulations, providing public safety to 
pedestrians and motorists, assisting in maintaining 
public safety during road construction and protecting 
the public during special events. 

Our code officers take their responsibilities very 
seriously, care for the safety of all those who live, 
work or visit the Village and seek to discharge their 
duties and responsibilities with courtesy and 
professionalism. 

Our Code Enforcement Officers are Kenneth 
Gunnacar, Farid Huezo and Terrence O’Connor. 

The department may be reached by calling (516) 482-
4500 and pressing 9. 
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Mayor’s Office  
By Shannon Downey, Assistant to the  

Mayor and Board of Trustees 

renewing your commuter garage permit, please 
fill out a renewal form. For first time commuter 
permit applicants, please fill out a commuter 
permit purchase form.  Please note, the price 
for a quarterly commuter parking permit is 
$250 which is non refundable. These 
documents can be found on the Village website 
at www.greatneckplaza.net under the 
“Download Forms” Tab.   

To save time, permit renewals can also be done through 
the mail. Should you utilize this option, we ask that 
permit holders provide a copy of their license, registration 
and a check or money order payable to ‘Village of Great 
Neck Plaza.’ Furthermore, if you provide a self-
addressed, return envelope, the Village will mail your 
parking permit to you when processed. 

Permits can be purchased via cash, check or money order, 
payable to 'Village of Great Neck Plaza,' or credit card
(3% service fee applies). For more information, please 
call Village Hall at (516) 482-4500, or visit the parking 
permit section at www.greatneckplaza.net.  

Those people who currently hold a residential, 
commercial or commuter permit in Maple Drive 
and Plaza Centre Garages can begin their second 
quarter parking permit renewals on Monday, 
March 21st. To purchase any parking permit 
within the Village of Great Neck Plaza, you will 
need to provide a current driver's license and 
registration. 

Plaza residents applying for a garage permit will also need 
to provide documented proof of Village residency (a lease, 
shareholders’ agreement or 2 utility bills) and/or a letter 
from the co-op or apartment board president stating that 
you live at the address claimed. For those who work in the 
Plaza and are applying/renewing your commercial parking 
permit, you will need to provide proof of employment at a 
valid Plaza business. Currently, commercial and residential 
garage parking permits are $90 for the quarter, and are 
processed between the hours of 9 a.m. & 10 a.m. and 12 
p.m. & 1 p.m. Additionally,  Village Hall will be open for 
permit renewals from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM on April 5th for 
those who cannot make it in during the day. 

For those applying for commuter permits or if you are 

Second Quarter Parking Permit Purchase/Renewal Period Begins March 21st 

The Village Justice Court provides an impartial forum 
to resolve alleged traffic, parking and Village Code 
violations within Great Neck Plaza issued by the 
Nassau County Police, Village Code Enforcement 
Officers and the Village Building Department.   

Court matters are heard by Hon. Neil Finkston, 
Village Justice, and Hon. Richard Kestenbaum, 
Associate Justice.   

Court is in session on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise specified.  Doors open for sign-in at 
6:00 p.m. Visit greatneckplaza.net and select “Justice 
Court” for further information, including the Court’s 
calendar, and to download forms.   

Colette Smith and Diane McLoughlin are Court 
Clerks.      

For assistance please contact the Court at (516) 482-
4500 and press 4.  

Justice Court  
By Debra Bonnie, Chief Court Clerk 

Continued from Page 9             My job is to help the Mayor, 
Deputy Mayors and Trustees with their duties. I answer 
phone calls, emails and correspondence daily and di-
rect all comments and concerns to the appropriate Vil-
lage departments.  I assist with the planning and execu-
tion of events such as the Summer Concert Series and 
ribbon cuttings for new stores. 

Additionally, I update the Village’s website, greatneck-
plaza.net and Facebook page with the latest news and 
information. I also edit the Village’s monthly E-
newsletter and quarterly print Newsletter. 

I am currently designing a brand new website for the 
Village so look out for that within the next few 
months! 

I may be reached by calling (516) 482-4500 and  
pressing *. 
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New CDC Studies: COVID-19 Boosters Remain Safe, Continue to Offer High Levels of Protec-
tion Against Severe Disease Over Time and During Omicron and Delta Waves  

[February 11, 2022] 

Data from two CDC reports show COVID-19 vaccine 
boosters remain safe and continue to be highly effective 
against severe disease over time. 

In the first study, CDC reviewed data from two of its 
vaccine safety monitoring systems, v-safe and the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). 
They found that people 18 years and older who received 
the same mRNA vaccine brand for all their vaccinations 
experienced fewer adverse reactions following the 
booster dose, than they did after their second dose of 
mRNA vaccine. Ninety two percent (92%) of reports to 
VAERS were not considered serious, and headache, 
fever, and muscle pain were among the most commonly 
reported reactions. V-safe data found medical care was 
rarely received after a booster dose. 

A second study reveals that a third dose of mRNA 
vaccine continues to offer high levels of protection 
against severe disease, even months after administration, 
underscoring the importance of staying up to date when 
eligible after receiving a primary series. CDC examined 
data on 93,000 hospitalizations and 241,000 emergency 

department and urgent care visits across 10 states during 
the Delta and Omicron waves. In the study, about 10% 
of people were boosted and over 50% of people 
hospitalized were over 65 years old.  

During Omicron, vaccine effectiveness against 
hospitalization was 91% during the first two months 
after a third dose and remained high, at 78%, four or 
more months after a third dose. 

Boosters are safe and effective, and CDC continues to 
recommend everyone 5 and older remain up to date with 
recommended COVID-19 vaccinations, to ensure 
optimal protection against hospitalizations and severe 
outcomes. For most people, that means getting a booster 
dose 5 months after receiving an mRNA vaccine or 2 
months after receiving Johnson and Johnson’s Janssen 
vaccine. CDC is continuing to closely monitor the 
effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines to help inform 
public health efforts. 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0211-covid-
19-boosters.html  

 

SUMMARY  The Retail Advocate is responsible for crafting a 
vibrant shopping and dining climate within The Village of Great 
Neck Plaza.   
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 
Prospect for and build relationships with successful independent 
operators from throughout the region; share the retail vision for 
The Village of Great Neck Plaza; provide details on the 
characteristics of specific spaces. 
As needed, help to seek out developers with a track record of 
creating quality, successful mixed-use projects in an urban 
setting, and/or with carrying out top-quality renovations of 
existing buildings. 
Build and maintain database of tenant prospects and of 
properties. 
Work with prospective retailers from initial contact through to 
store opening. 
Share information and resources to support existing operators 
(i.e., on areas such as branding, social media outreach, 
merchandising, and window display). 
Support efforts to market the Village via events and promotions. 
QUALIFICATIONS 
Demonstrated, top-notch interpersonal skills, including the ability 
to build solid relationships with and support amongst 
stakeholders. 

Open Position: Village of Great Neck Plaza Retail Advocate 

Demonstrated coalition-building skills, including the ability to 
motivate, negotiate, and persuade stakeholders into a course of 
action. 
Experience in one or more of retail, restaurant, sales, marketing 
(especially social-media), public relations, design, or related 
disciplines is helpful though not required. 
Tech-savvy—computer proficiency in Microsoft Office 
required; experience with database building/maintenance highly 
beneficial. 
QUALITIES  
Independent and self-motivated 
Detail-oriented, tenacious and positive, with a “can do” attitude.  
Ability to take action quickly. 
Creative, with innovative implementation skills and solid 
problem-solving capability. 
Have an intimate knowledge of and affinity for the Village of 
Great Neck Plaza.   
TRAINING/REPORTING  The Retail Advocate will be trained 
across several months by staff of consulting firm Downtown 
Works and will report to the Mayor. 
SALARY DOE; this position could be either full-time or part-
time. 
Send CV, references and cover letter (required) to: 
rosent@greatneckplaza.net 



The Village is happy to welcome new 
businesses that are coming, have opened or 
have recently expanded their business within 
the Plaza. Stop in and greet these merchants 
and say “hello.” If you are a new storeowner 
in town, new management, or are celebrating 
a milestone anniversary, the Plaza would be 
happy to provide a free Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony or help you celebrate your event. 
Just call the Mayor’s Office at 482-4500. 
Some recent additions are: 
 
 Citizens Bank - 57 Middle Neck Road 

(New Ownership) 
 
 Kron Chocolatier - 41 Middle Neck Road 

(516) 829-5550 (New Address)  
 
 Great Neck Wine and Spirits - 15 North 

Station Plaza (516) 466-7585 (New 
Ownership) 
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U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

GARDEN CITY, 
NY 

PERMIT NO. 
1599 

Dates to Remember: 

 Sunday, March 13th- 
Daylight Saving Time 
begins 

 Wednesday, March 16th-
Board of Trustees 
Meeting, at 7 p.m. Check 
website 
whether in-
person or 
Zoom video 
conference.  

 

VGNP Business News 

VILLAGE OF GREAT NECK PLAZA 

2 Gussack Plaza, P.O. Box 440 

Great Neck, NY 11022-0440 

Phone:  (516) 482-4500 

FAX:     (516) 482-3503 

E-mail: info@greatneckplaza.net 

Stay tuned the next few months for exciting programs and 
events from the Great Neck Plaza Business Improvement 
District including: 

 A Mother's Day/Father's Day gift card program in early 
May - you can visit shopgreatneck.com starting in late 
April for more details. 

 Promenade nights starting in June. This event includes 
outside dining at some of our local restaurants with 
musical entertainment. This year, there will be six 
promenade nights throughout the summer. 

 A Shopping Passport program, where shoppers can 
qualify for shopping spree prizes and gift certificates 
based on the number of 
shops patronized and 
dollars spent. 

Business Improvement District Updates 
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