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project for the Shoreward Drive/Welwyn Road area. Plans for the area were officially
released to the public in February of 2016. After proceeding with preliminary and final
design procedures with NYS Department of Transportation officials, the Village has now put
the project out to bid to solicit prospective contractors.

After  completing  thorough  and
comprehensive procedures as a local
sponsor of a federally-aided project with
the New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT) regarding the
Plaza’s Shoreward Drive/Welwyn Road
Transportation  Enhancement  Project
(TEP), the Village of Great Neck Plaza
has received permission from NYSDOT
to solicit contractor bids for the project.
With permission granted to receive bids,
the project has cleared an important step
of the process that was subject to
extensive review and finalization between
the Plaza and NYSDOT.

Awarded in January of 2014, the Village
secured $838,000 in grant funds from
NYSDOT to undertake an extensive road
rehabilitation of the Shoreward Drive and
Welwyn Road areas that would add
improved pedestrian safety measures and
the addition of a public plaza in front of

the U.S.P.S. Main Post Office. Through
streetscape improvements, the project
promotes safer pedestrian, bicyclist and
transit use through a refined and traffic-
calmed road design. Pedestrian bulb-outs
and enhanced visible crosswalks will
provide for safer areas of refuge for
pedestrians crossing the street.

In addition to transportation enhancement
features, the project calls for other
streetscape improvements, including new
trees and tree pits, repaired roadway, LED
street  lighting to provide more
illumination while also reducing the
Village’s carbon footprint through energy-
efficient technologies. New curbing will
be installed, and existing deteriorating
concrete sidewalks in front of Welwyn
Road businesses will be redone using the
Village’s brick standard as in the “Main
Street” downtown area as a way to
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Q NOTICE @

Village of Great Neck Plaza
residents, please take note
that the Plaza will be holding
its Village elections on
Tuesday, March 20th, from
9 am. to 9 p.m., at Village
Hall, Two Gussack Plaza,
Great Neck, NY, 11021.

For more information
regarding the Village’s
elections, please turn to page
6 of the Plaza Voice.




Page 2
Message from the Mayor

Dear Friends,

Finally, the tree

branches are beginning s,
to show signs of buds, f
and spring is in the air.
We’re awaiting the end
of the snow season, and
hopefully, by mid to the
end of March, the
warmer weather will be
upon us. This winter
has been  difficult
especially in recent
weeks in March with f
one storm after another, needless to state, challenging
times for our DPW. We are proud of their tireless efforts
and working many long days and hours to clear snow and
maintain public safety; as all employees have pitched in to
help assist in dealing with snow-related issues. Our goal is
to keep the village roads and sidewalks safe, clear and
accessible during and after snow storms and other winter
weather conditions.
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We will soon be moving forward with construction of a
major reconstruction and transportation enhancement and
beautification project of Shoreward Drive and Welwyn
Road, our sixth traffic safety enhancement and
improvement grant in my administration. We have
advertised for accepting public bids from prospective
contractors, which are due to be received on or before
March 29, 2018. The Village anticipates the ability to
award the lowest responsible bidder the contract by the
first week of April, and construction to commence very
soon thereafter, within several weeks, upon receipt of the
necessary paperwork, Get Start Meeting, insurance
certificates, bonding, etc. The Village of Great Neck Plaza
has been very fortunate to have been awarded this federal
TEP grant of $838,000 and the Village has been the
recipient of seven similar local safe streets and TEP state
grants for traffic calming, transportation improvements
and pedestrian safety enhancements, building a “green”
infrastructure parking lot with permeable pavers (Maple
Drive Lot), and the like. We’re proud of our record of
accomplishments and being a model local community for
obtaining and implementing so many traffic calming and
beautification enhancement grants; making Great Neck
Plaza a more walkable, pedestrian-friendly, safer village
for people of all ages and abilities. We adopted a
Complete Streets Policy in 2012, and we adhere to these
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principles, where feasible, when reconstructing new
roadways and infrastructure. Our record, of a village of this
size, approximately 7,000 people, is unparalleled in terms
of the number of awarded and completed grant projects. It
is truly unprecedented and there’s no other Long Island
community that’s achieved more and leveraged village
funds as much as the Village of Great Neck Plaza in the
past eighteen years. We are very grateful and want to

thank our federal and state partners for their cooperation,

funding assistance and working cooperatively to make

and pedestrian
development

these important vehicular
improvements and economic
possible in our downtown.

safety
projects

The Board of Trustees and I
look for ways to maintain and
improve the quality of life here
in the Village. We welcome
our residents to get involved
with Village government and if
you have time, to volunteer
and serve on one of our
resident committees; Resident
Parking and Pedestrian Safety,
Beautification, Historic Preservation Commission, Climate
Action Plan CAC, and the AARP Age Friendly
Communities Program. We welcome the opportunity for
new ideas and a fresh perspective on improving village
services, beautifying the village, and increasing economic
development in the downtown. We’re always open and
accessible to our residents and constituents and want to
hear your comments, concerns and suggestions. Please call
me at Village Hall at (516) 482-4500, if you need
assistance, whether it’s a village matter, or not. We’ll refer
you to the appropriate level of government or jurisdiction
and try to help get you an answer, direction and a prompt
resolution to your problem or concern.

With the early nights, gray skies and winter snow storms, I
think we all feel a bit happier now that we’re in Daylight
Savings and daylight is longer and we can welcome in the
beautiful, colorful blossoms and flowers that are a lovely
part of spring time. Happy spring!

Jean A. Celender, Mayor
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Working Hand in Hand; Great Neck Plaza and Nassau County
Partner to Benefit of Mutual Constituencies

e

As the local level of
government, the administration
and staff at the Village of
Great Neck Plaza serves its
constituency at the most
grassroots level. From the most
diverse hand of fundamental
quality of life matters—
garbage collection, parking
permits, village maintenance—
to undertaking large scale
infrastructure ~ projects  to
improve pedestrian and
vehicular safety, the Plaza
actively works to ensure that
our village continues to be a
community that people choose
to live, work, shop and play.

While the Plaza serves the
majority of our constituents’
needs, we work closely with
officials from other levels of
government to effectively serve our

mutual constituents. Using our
relationships with federal, state,
county and town officials and

agencies, the Plaza has completed
many initiatives and projects with the
assistance of our partners. With grant
funding from state and federal
agencies, the Village has completed
numerous traffic calming projects
throughout the Plaza, and will be
launching a traffic enhancement
project (TEP) at Shoreward Drive and
Welwyn Road in the upcoming
months. As part of the project, the
Village will be installing improved
crosswalks and pedestrian refuge
areas, L.E.D street lighting, a public
plaza and additional parking spaces,
amongst other features. This project
was made possible through Mayor
Jean Celender grant writing and
obtaining a $838,000 New York State
Department of Transportation grant;
the last of the state’s TEP’s funds.
Only four municipalities throughout
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Nassau County Executive Laura Curran (left) met with
Mayor Jean Celender (right) at the February meeting of
the Nassau County Village Officials
Initiatives that improve the quality of life of Great Neck
Plaza and Nassau County’s mutual constituents were
discussed, including pedestrian safety measures on Plaza
county roadways and the NCDPW’s critical role in
maintaining their county roads in our village.

Long Island were awarded TEP grant
funds in 2014.

At a recent meeting of the Nassau
County Village Officials Association
(NCVOA), Mayor Celender shared

the dais with NCVOA Executive
Board officials, amongst them,
Nassau County Executive, Laura

Curran. Mayor Celender and County
Executive Curran discussed several
important issues within Great Neck
Plaza. Chief among them was
requesting more Nassau County
Police Department (NCPD) officers
for a more visible presence at
intersections frequently traveled by
pedestrians and a request to increase
the budget of its invaluable County
Department of Public Works. Rated
by George Washington University in
a 2017 study as one of the most
walkable communities on Long
Island, ensuring the safety of
pedestrians in the Village is one of the
issues of paramount importance.

Association.

P Especially important is safety

| on the many county-owned and
.| operated roads, namely South
| Middle Neck Road, Middle
Neck Road, Great Neck Road,
Grace Avenue and Cutter Mill
# Road. The Village doesn’t have
. jurisdiction and is prohibited
from doing any maintenance or
repairs on county roadways.

As a result of continued
conversations with  Nassau
County, the Plaza has secured a
commitment from NCPD’s
Problem Oriented Policing
(POP) squad to enforce ‘rolling
stops’ and pedestrians in right
of ways in crosswalks at un-
signalized intersections. It is
critical that drivers observe
Vehicle and Traffic Laws
(VTL) that state pedestrians
always have the right of way for the
entire length of the crosswalk,
regardless of whether they are on the
same side of the road as your vehicle
or not. In addition to being a matter of
public safety, drivers could be
subjected to a violation of upwards of
$215. A pilot program will be up and
running for North Station Plaza in the
near future. Remember the three “E’s”
for improved safety: Engineering,
Enforcement and Education.

We wish to thank the Nassau County
Police Department and Nassau
County Executive, Laura Curran, for
their commitment to public safety.
Furthermore, we thank all our partners
across the federal, state and town
levels of government for providing
the Village of Great Neck Plaza with
the resources needed to allow our
community to continue to thrive and
be a livable, walkable community for
people of all ages and abilities.
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‘This World is But a Canvas to Our Imagination;’
VGNP Adds to Its Art Collection
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Frequent readers of The
Voice and our monthly e-
newsletter know that the
Village of Great Neck Plaza
is a strong proponent of the

arts. From our annual [}
summer concert series to our
annual poetry contest |

program, the Plaza strives to
provide a platform for artists ==
to  express  themselves &
through any and all avenues
of the arts and culture. In
addition to music and
poetry, the Plaza has been
an ardent supporter of art in
one of its most recognized
forms; painting.

Within Village Hall, the
Plaza’s  courtroom also
serves as an art gallery in
which many people, many of them Great Neckers, have
exhibited their artwork for periods of time. From the adult
education art class at the Cumberland Center to students
from Great Neck South Middle School, we have seen a
diverse portfolio of artwork and artistic styles from artists
of every age. Outside of Village Hall, the Plaza has
undertaken several beautification public art projects much
to the community’s delight. Among the public art projects
is the optical illusion trompe-I’oeil painting, 4 Handful of
Keys, located at the intersection of Maple Drive and
Middle Neck Road that continues to wow people with its

Plaza Voice

stunning realism. A second
mural is a dreamy mosaic
tile piece that helps us
reminisce about all the
| great days down by the
water near Steppingstone
Park, and a partnership
with the art department at
£ Great Neck South High
* School to spruce up Plaza
: benches with Great Neck-
centric flare.

~ So when we received a call
from Dr. Daniel Divack, a
- local artist and resident of
the neighboring Village of
Great Neck Estates,
detailing a painting he had
done seven years prior of a
streetscape of the Great
Neck Long Island Rail
Road station, we were immediately interested in seeing his
artwork. An acrylic painting on a Masonite hardboard, the
painting blew away Village staff for its tremendous
attention to detail of the scene looking towards North
Station Plaza and Bond Street from the Middle Neck Road
overpass. Including the historic colonial revival building
(11 Middle Neck Road), lantern-style lampposts, Village
clock and the Bond Street Historic District, Dr. Divack
went to great lengths to portray the scene as if you were
standing at that location at that exact moment in 2011.

It took us by great surprise when Dr. Divack then offered
to donate his artwork to Village Hall for others in the
community to see. Of course, we jumped at the
opportunity to have such a wonderful piece on display at
our Village offices. Once framed, the Village plans on
displaying his painting at a location yet to be determined
for all to see. Stay tuned to this space to learn where Dr.
Divack’s work will be displayed.

On behalf of the entire Village of Great Neck Plaza
community, the Village wishes to extend a heartfelt thank
you to Dr. Divack for donating his lovely piece of art to
Village Hall. We will certainly display it and enjoy it for
its beauty and likeness of the area.
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Discard Your Electronics Safely; 2018 S.T.O.P TONH Dates Announced

Great Neck Plaza residents looking to dispose of
hazardous waste, including electronic waste, known as e-
waste, in an environmentally friendly way, the Town of
North Hempstead (TONH) has announced their 2018

S.T.O.P. (Stop Throwing Out Pollutants) dates for the

calendar year. The dates and locations of the events are as

follows:

e Saturday, April 21st & Sunday, April 22nd, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. - North Hempstead Beach Park North Lot,
175 West Shore Road, Port Washington, NY 11050.

e Saturday, June 23rd, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Westbury
High School, 1 Post Road, Old Westbury, NY 11568.

e Saturday, October 20th & Sunday, October 21st, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. - North Hempstead Beach Park North
Lot, 175 West Shore Road, Port Washington, NY
11050.

Furthermore, in addition to hazardous waste, Town of
North Hempstead residents (Great Neck Plaza residents
are residents of the Town) will be offering shredding
services for those looking to dispose of their sensitive and
confidential paper documents at S.T.O.P. events. Please
note, however, the Town will only be accepting residential
waste; no waste from a resident’s business or home office
will be accepted as part of the events.

Almost certainly stocked in all of our homes, many people
do not realize a number of household items such as
aerosols and cleaning solutions can exude corrosive
toxins, or worse, lead to explosive reactions when mixed
indiscriminately with regular waste. Impetuous disposal of
such items has an adverse effect on the environment, so
people should always check the labels of said products to
ensure the proper disposal instructions are being followed.

Among the household items accepted at this year’s

S.T.O.P. events are:

e Electronic waste (computers, monitors, keyboards, fax
machines, printers, tablets, televisions, DVD/VCR
players, cable boxes).

e Rechargeable, lithium, button and car batteries

ONLY.

Compact fluorescent bulbs

Air conditioning refrigerants

Ammonia and solid bowl cleaner

Anti-freeze

Bug and rodent Kkillers including 2, 4-D (Especially

pesticides which have been banned or restricted for use)

Bleach and disinfectants

e  Chemistry kits

Drain cleaners and degreasers
Fertilizers and herbicides

Mercury products

Non-latex paints

Paint thinners and brush cleaners
Photography chemicals

Some polishes and wood preservers
Swimming pool chemicals

Spot removers and other solvents
Unused oven cleaners

Unused flammable liquids (fire starter)
Weed killers

Please note, latex paints and water-based paints, when
taking the appropriate disposal measures, can be disposed
of with regular trash pickup. Before you dispose of the
aforementioned paints, be sure to remove the lid from the
paint can in an area where the can will remain undisturbed
for at least 24 to 72 hours. Once the contents have dried
out completely, the paint content will have shrunk enough
for the paint to be removed from the can and disposed of
in a sealed plastic bag in your regular garbage. The empty
tin container can then be recycled with your regular metal/
glass/plastic items.

May it be further noted, the Town of North Hempstead
will no longer be accepting pharmaceuticals as part of
S.T.O.P. events. For proper disposal of pharmaceuticals,
people can drop off any unwanted medications at any
Nassau County Police Department precinct. Furthermore,
in an effort to prevent people from flushing their
medications down their toilets and causing water
pollution, residents of the Great Neck Water Pollution
Control District (GNWPCD) can pick up free
pharmaceutical disposal kits at District Headquarters,
located at 236 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023.
Kits can be picked up Monday through Friday, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., and are available indefinitely. GNWPCD
also has pharmaceutical drop off dates. For more
information, please call the Great Neck Water Pollution
Control District at (516) 482-0238.

For additional information regarding the Town of North
Hempstead’s S.T.O.P. program or proper disposal tips,
please  visit ~www.northhempstead.com/stopprogram.
Further questions can be directed to the Town’s ‘311’
hotline, by dialing 311 if you are within the Town, or
(516) 869-6311, if outside the Town.
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Fulfil Your Civic Duty; VGNP Election to be Held on March 20th

Yes, you read the headline right.
While most people think of the month
of November when reading about
Election Day, for dozens of villages
across Long Island, March and June
are times of year for residents to head
to the polls to vote for their
candidates of choice. Like many of
the wvillages on the Great Neck
peninsula, the Village of Great Neck
Plaza is one of the villages that will
be holding its elections in the month
of March.

On Tuesday, March 20th, from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m., registered Great Neck
Plaza residents will be voting for the
following three positions; two (2)
Trustee positions and the office of the
Mayor. The election will be held at
Village Hall; 2 Gussack Plaza, Great
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Plaza residents who are not registered
to vote can register with Nassau
County Board of Elections for a
future election. Voter registration
forms are available at Village Hall or
online via the Board of Elections’
website at the following address;
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/11812.

For those Plaza residents who will be
away on election day or are
homebound, you can request an

absentee ballot one of two ways.
Residents can request an absentee
ballot be mailed to their home
through Wednesday, March 14th, or
receive an absentee ballot in-person at
Village Hall through Monday, March
19th.

On Election Day, designated voter
parking will be available in the
outdoor municipal lot across the street
from Village Hall on Gussack Plaza.

For more information on how you can
request an absentee ballot or the
Plaza’s local election, please -call
Village Hall during normal business
hours, Monday through Friday,
between 9 a.m. and 4:45 p.m., at
(516) 482-4500.

Neck, NY 11021.

Continued from page 1
connect this area with the Plaza’s primary downtown

business district.

Furthermore, a new public plaza adjacent to the U.S.P.S
Main Great Neck post office will be added as part of the
beautification component of this project. When completed,
the public plaza will add approximately 4,500 square feet
of outdoor public plaza space and seating for the
community to enjoy. Benches will allow residents and
visitors alike an area for rest and relaxation, while the
addition of upwards of a half dozen trees and beautiful tree
pits will continue the Village’s pledge to add trees, where
suitable, throughout the Village to reduce “urban island
heat effect.” With the added square footage, additional
public parking spaces will be created.

The Village expects the bidding phase to completed at the
end of March. While an estimated completion date has not
been determined, the Plaza believes the project will be
completed sometime in the fall.

For more information regarding the Plaza’s Traffic
Enhancement Project, please visit the ‘Items of Interest’
section of the Village’s website, www.greatneckplaza.net,
or contact Village Hall at (516) 482-4500.

Traffic Enhancement Project Update, Continued

|
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to the post office. These show the significant, beautiful
public plaza to be created in this area of the Village which
will be a transformative beautification and economic
development project.
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Four Plaza Businesses Named ‘The Best;’ Bethpage Bank
‘Best of Long Island’ Results Announced

Fresh off the rousing Olympic
games in South Korea in which our
country took home many of the top
medals, four Great Neck Plaza
businesses are celebrating their own
gold medals. Every year, Bethpage
Bank takes the task of picking the
‘best of the best’ on Long Island to
the people who live, work and play
in Nassau and Suffolk Counties.
From the best place to grab a cup of
coffee and a breakfast sandwich to
the best teacher on the island, ‘Best of
Long Island’ annual competition
covers just about every facet of life in
the two counties.

More than a decade into their search
to find the best, this year’s
competition set numerous competition
records. Here’s the numbers; a
whopping 83,217 registered voters
(up from 48,724 last year) nominated

Bethpage (5

BESTOFLONGISLAND.COM —

2018

an astounding 59,258 nominees (up
from 58,499 in 2017). In total, almost
a million votes - 909,094 votes to be
exact (up from 780,243 last year) -
were cast during the voting phase,
which was held from October Ist to
December 15th. And when the
winners were announced in late
February, four Great Neck Plaza
businesses took home the grand prize.

3 Firs T T
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e Best Fusion Restaurant -
Wild Ginger (48 Great Neck
Road, Gardens at Great Neck

(516) 487-

Shopping Center,
ES I (_)F I ofle 5235).
T A Y e Best Tanning Services - Brazil

< RETHPAGE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, e

Bronze of Long Island (20 Park
“s, Place, (516) 504-1055).

Best Urgent Care Center -
Northwell Health-GoHeath
Urgent Care (46 Great Neck
Road, Gardens at Great Neck
Shopping Center, (516) 253-
2844).
¢ Best Veggie Burger - Bareburger

(32 Middle Neck Road, (516) 441
-5711).

On behalf of the entire Great Neck
Plaza community, we wish to
congratulate our local business
winners. Keep up the winning ways!

And the Winner is...8th Annual Poetry Contest Results
to be Announced on March 15th

Eight whole years! It’s hard to believe that we are in the
midst of the eighth edition of the Plaza’s annual poetry
contest. Since the series’ inception in 2012, the Plaza has
received a countless number of poems from hundreds of
poets from Manhattan to Montauk and everywhere in
between. This year, more than three dozen poets
collectively submitted over 100 poems to be considered
for the top prizes. With all poems reviewed and logged by
Village staff, the poems were sent to 8th Annual Poetry
Contest judge, George Green.

A professor at Lehman College (CUNY) in the Bronx, Mr.
Green is a renowned literary instructor and author. The
recipient of an award for literature from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters in 2014, Mr. Green also won
the New Criterion Prize (2012) and the Poet's Prize (2014)
for his book of poems, Lord Byron's Foot. His work has
appeared in various journals and anthologies, including
Poetry 180, The Swallow Anthology of New American
Poets and The Best American Poetry 2005 and 2006.

The Plaza will be announcing the winners of the Eighth
Annual Poetry Contest on our website,
www.greatneckplaza.net, on Thursday, March 15th,
with subsequent announcements in Great Neck’s local
papers - Great Neck Record and Great Neck News.

Additionally, in celebration of National Poetry Month in
April, the Plaza will be hosting our Annual Awards
Reading Day and Brunch on Sunday, April 15th, at 12
Noon. As part of the festivities, the winners of this year’s
contest will be on hand to read their award-winning poems
and other works of poetry. Time permitting, those
interested in reading their own poetry will have the
opportunity to do so during an open mic portion of the
program. The event is free and open to the public.

Lastly, the Plaza would like to thank all those poets who
entered the 8th Annual Poetry Contest, as well as Carolyn
Raphael, the Village’s poetry coordinator, and Judge
George Green, contest judge, for their assistance in
making this wonderful program possible.
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Dates to Remember:

e March 11th - Daylight Saving Time Begins. One less hour of sleep, one more hour of
sunshine. Remember to move your clocks forward by one hour at 2 a.m.

e March 15th - 8th Annual Poetry Contest Winners Announcement. Winners will be
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announced on our Village website, www.greatneckplaza.net.

e March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day

e March 20th - First Day of Second Quarter Parking Permit Purchases/Renewals
e March 20th - Village Elections, Village Hall, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., For more information,

please see page 6.

e April 15th - 8th Annual Poetry Contest Awards Reading Day, Village Hall, 12 Noon, For more

information, please see page 7.

e April 17th - Tax Day. Remember to get your taxes done before deadline day!
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The Plaza Welcomes New Merchants

The Village is happy to welcome new
businesses that are coming, have opened
or have recently expanded their business
within the Plaza. Stop in and greet these
merchants and say “hello.” They bring
vitality, diversity and new services to our
community. If you are a new storeowner
in town, new management, or are
celebrating a milestone anniversary, the
Plaza would be happy to provide a free
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony or help you
celebrate your event. Just call the Mayor’s
Office at (516) 482-4500. Some recent
additions are:

e Be Your Chef - 25 Cutter Mill Road,
(516) 336-8016 **Now Open**

¢ Greek Xpress - 37 Great Neck Road,
(516) 570-6814 **Now Open**

¢ Ren Wen Noodle Factory - 7 Great
Neck Road, (516) 809-8888 **Now
Open** O

S

The sense of community is what always drove Ching Sun Wong, founder
of Ren Wen Noodle Factory, located at 7 Great Neck Road, to get
involved in the food industry. The meaning of community is evident in
almost every design element. From the street, floor to ceiling windows
invite passersby to see everything happening in the space. Windows
looking into the kitchen from the dining area allow patrons to view their
fresh and quality dishes being made every step of the way. On the wall, a
mural depicts people of all ages and backgrounds sitting together over a
delicious meal. Sitting in the middle of them all, none other than Mr.
Wong. With a menu of handmade noodles and ingredients prepared on-
site daily, Ren Wen wouldn’t serve anything they wouldn’t serve their
own family; Great Neck Plaza is now family, and they can’t wait to serve
you in the upcoming future.



