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VGNP Summer Concert Series is Back!

Since our last concert on Tuesday, August
29, 2017 in Firefighters’ Park (Grace
Avenue Park) when Ricky Pen closed the
season, residents and patrons of our
popular music series have been waiting for
this year’s line up of bands. Ricky Pen is
always a crowd-pleaser with her multiple

vocals) and Jeff Morris (drums and
percussion), played in a local band in the
60s - The Savages - that frequently played
the Zest Discotheque, located where the
Gardens at Great Neck shopping center
currently sits. From The Kinks and The
Zombies, to The Beatles and The Rolling

music  genres _ _ Stones, Dunster
and the many ;/_ Road’s playlist
languages  she i / AT (LU of the best of
speaks. She f /\ * s ‘60s classic
fantastically | RII - s . rock is one that
brought a close W emmw W ' el will leave
to the 2017 A= adl concert-goers
Summer taking a trip
Concert Series, j down memory
concluding lane.

three months of =&

great music in Playing again
Great Neck this summer
Plaza. Ricky Last summer, Sugar & Spice performed in July before will be Wayne
Pen will be a packed house, playing the hits of Motown. In 2018, Holmes, an
back again on Sugar & Spice will be returning to the Firefighters’ impersonator of
July 31st. Park gazebo stage to rock the night away. music  legend

Now that we know what the August 29th
date signals, we have a feeling our
magnificent concert series concert-goers
already know why June 19th is circled on
our calendars. So without further delay, the
Village of Great Neck Plaza is pleased to
announce that the 2018 Summer Concert
Series will kickoff on Tuesday, June 19th,
at Firefighters’ Park, at 8 p.m., with
what is sure to be a fun night of music as
Dunster Road returns to the gazebo stage
to play Classic Rock’s Golden 60s hits. A
familiar face to many on the Great Neck
peninsula, Dunster Road is in every respect
Great Neck to their core. This is
accentuated by the fact their band’s name
derives from the name of one of the streets
located in Great Neck; Dunster Road. With
four of its five members having grown up
in the Great Neck area, two of the band’s
members, Ken Sonenberg (bass guitar and

Ray Charles, who has quickly became a

fan-favorite for his uncanny ability to |

bring the sounds - and mannerisms - of the
“Georgia on My Mind” hit maker to life.
This summer, Mr. Holmes will be
returning with another performance that
will be a must-see for any fan of Ray
Charles or soul music. He’ll be coming
with almost a dozen performers, including
multiple singers.

In addition to Wayne Holmes, this year’s
summer concert series sees the return of
many popular performers who have
wowed Great Neckers in previous concert
series cycles. From the hard to resist
singalong classics of The Beatles music of
Liverpool Shuffle (August 14th), to the
sounds of Ireland courtesy of The McLean
Avenue Band (August 28th), to the
authority of opera in Great Neck, Dr.
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With the abundance of
sunshine and longer
daylight hours as we
approach summer, we
notice the many spots of
beautiful plantings that

adorn the Village. With
each passing day we look
forward to mid-June and

the Village’s Summer
Concert Series.
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Message from the Mayor

In 2014, The Village of Great Neck Plaza formed a
Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) to assist in the
development of policies and projects for the Village’s
involvement in the AARP’s Network of Age-Friendly
Communities. AARP has noted that Great Neck
Plaza’s residents are aging such that older adults aged
50 and above will become an increasingly larger
percentage of the population over the next 20 to 25
years. Across the U.S., our aging “baby
boomers” (people born during the post-war II
demographic between the years 1946 and 1964) is the
cohort of seniors aged between 51 and 70 as of 2016.
The 2010 Census shows that 48.5% of the village’s
total population of 6,707 are age 50 or older; 30.5%
are 65 or older; and 9.7% are 85 or older. As these
older adults want to remain active and healthy, it is
necessary for the Village to plan for the aging of our
seniors to sustain economic and social vitality.

Additionally, we are proud to have been the first
village in the U.S. to join onto this AARP livability
communities program, and pledge the Village
Board’s support for this initiative. The AARP Public
Policy Institute released a study that the Village of
Great Neck Plaza is ranked the #1 most ‘livable
community’ on Long Island. The Plaza has a
Livability Index of 70 (out of a total 100 points),
which is the highest index rating of all LI
communities. AARP ranks a livable community, as a
place which is “safe and secure, has affordable and
appropriate housing and transportation options, and
offers supportive community features and services.”
You can check out the Plaza’s Livability Index, and
other communities, at www.livabilityindex.aarp.org.
The Plaza’s high Livability Index is an indication that
the Plaza’s policies and programs over the years have
improved livability and quality of life.

If you are interested in serving on the CAC, or getting
involved on one of the Village’s Resident
Committees, please contact Vincent Ferry, Mayor’s
Assistant, at (516) 482-4500 or
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net. Please include
your contact information and a brief statement on
why you want to serve.

June 2018

Continuing our longstanding
pledge to keep the environment
clean, the Village has recently
published our annual Stormwater
Management Program report - the
15th year doing so - which details
initiatives and measures we are
undertaking to improve stormwater runoff conditions.
This is achieved through measures that call for the
reduction of products that consist of chemical
pollutants. Pursuant to an MS4 permit obtained from
the New York State Dept. of Environmental
Conservation, the program is designed to reduce many
common pollutants - petroleum products, toxins found
in lawn care and gardening products, trash, even pet
waste - from ending up in local surface waters such as
streams, lakes or coastal waters.

We invite the public and residents to review the report
by visiting our website, greatneckplaza.net, and
clicking on the ‘Stormwater Management’ tab on the
left side of your screen. In addition to the report,
Great Neckers can find a list of helpful reminders and
tips to reduce their own environmental impact when it
comes to stormwater runoff management. For more
information regarding this program, please call
Village Hall at (516) 482-4500.

M&é/)g/ qoua //%% Summer!
Shncere. /4,

o2l

Jean A. Celender, Mayor
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VGNP Summer Concert Series Kicks Off June 19th!

Continued from page 1
Pamela Levy (August 7th), Great Neckers will have a lot
of great musical performances to look forward to.

Of course, no summer concert series would be complete
without the incomparable Ricky Pen gracing the gazebo
stage, which she will do once again on July 31st. She
closed the 2017 Summer Concert Series last year, and did
it with style when Mother Nature made her presence
known in the middle of Pen’s concert. Rather than
succumb to the weather, Ricky invited a few dozen
concert-goers on stage with her to finish the performance,
a first in the more than three decades the Plaza has been
hosting the summer concert series.

The 2018 Summer Concert Series schedule also includes
two new musical acts; David Saul and The Electric Dudes
(July 10th) and Blue Bayou (July 17th), a Linda Ronstadt
Tribute Band. David Saul is sure to be a dynamic music
ensemble that features hits of the 60’s, 70’s and tunes up
to the present day with the sounds of classic rock and pop.

The Electric Dudes pulsating musical arrangements will
have concert-goers dancing the night away. The
aforementioned performers are just a few of the musical
acts who will make up the fantastic lineup of the 2018
Summer Concert Series. To view the full lineup, please
turn to page 7 of the Voice.

The Village of Great Neck Plaza would like to thank the
Great Neck Park District and the Great Neck Social
Center for their continued support of the concert series by
providing the excellent facilities to host our concerts each
week. We couldn’t do it without them and we are so
grateful for their support! We also want to thank our
growing list of supporters who also generously contribute
to the program and help us to defray our costs. For more
information regarding the 2018 Summer Concert Series,
including how you can be a sponsor of the series or an
individual concert, please contact Village Hall via
telephone, (516) 482-4500, or email,
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net.

Mayor Celender Takes ‘Mayors Monarch Pledge’

Mayor Jean Celender proudly took the ‘Mayors Monarch
Pledge’ after meeting with Great Neck resident Robert
Sedaghatpour, Jeffrey Petracca,
Entomology Curator of the
Long Island Aquarium in
Riverhead, and Founder &
Executive Director of the Gold
Coast Arts Center, Regina Gil.
Through their efforts to identify

the National Wildlife
Federation (NFW) Mayors
Monarch Pledge and their

program to increase the supply
of Monarch butterflies, Mayor
Celender believes it is a
worthwhile goal since “it’s a
beautiful sight to see the g
Monarch butterflies out and
about from late Spring through
the Fall.” :

Nationwide, the
Monarch

past twenty years. The Plaza is
committed to creating habitats in its public parking lots
that will help to save these pollinators. The goal is to have

o WA v /

habitats for You can observe a Monarch butterfly in the Bond backyards, deck or balcony by
butterflies has Street planting bed last fall. Stay tuned to experience planting milkweed—the host
decreased dramatically in the more majestic Monarchs in the coming months!

some host plants that attract and help the species of
Monarch butterflies thrive. Stated Mayor Celender, “It’s
simple to create an inviting
i habitat for Monarchs and other
pollinators in the planting beds
in our Maple Drive and Bond
o Street parking lots by planting
milkweed and other species that
will attract the Monarch
i ||l butterfly.

@ The Village buys supplemental
plantings for these lots annually
and there won’t be an increased
cost since we’ll merely swap
- out species for those that act as
¢ appropriate host plants for the
& Monarch butterflies. Residents
Y can also play a part in helping
the species thrive by creating an
inviting  habitat in their

plant  for the  Monarch
caterpillar—and nectar plants,
which is the food source for the butterfly. “If you plant it,
they will come,” says Mayor Celender.
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Launch of Atria Cutter Mill’s StoryWise Program

Mayor Jean Celender recently attended an event at people alive who would others die from common
Atria Cutter Mill for a new program being introduced pathogens. ~As a result, it was responsible for
to Atria residents called StoryWise. It’s a special extending life expectancy. Jean was asked about her

card game created by Atria Senior Living, Inc., first automobile, which she explained was a used
1965 Ford Mustang purchased for $800 in

’171 1971 by her father and mother for her when
she was 16 and had just received her driver’s
~ license. The only caveat, she explained, was
she had to take her mother places first, since
her mother didn’t drive. ~Mayor Celender
remarked how she felt it greatly enabled her
mobility and she was then able to start
working after school and during summers
with having access to a car. Stated Mayor
Celender, “Atria has created a very special
gift for their residents. StoryWise makes for
£2a fun event and helps residents who are
: & = ' { » > _,.a gathered to meaningfully connect with each
Mayor Celender with her husband, Jeffrey Schwartz, other. It’s a great idea to share stories; the

displaying their StoryWise cards at a recent Atria start aided by cues on the StoryWise cards.”
Cutter Mill event.

Atria’s parent company, for their seniors to
help them share memories and stories with

residents, friends and family.

StoryWise is a thoughtfully curated collection :
of topics and cues designed to spark memories,
tap into experiences and create a wiser, more &
connected world — one story at a time. There
are no right or wrong answers, and each of the | %
150 cards is meant to evoke heartwarming /s
tales to be shared among the residents. Mayor
Celender started the story event with cards |
posed to her and her husband, Jeffrey
Schwartz.  One question asked was, what|

invention in your lifetime revolutionized the S =
world? Jeffrey answered “penicillin” because Atria reS|dents enJoymg their StoryWise cards and

it is one of the first and still one of the widely sharing memorable stories from their past and

o . resent.
used antibiotic agents that continues to keep P
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Welcoming Teinei Ya Ramen Restaurant to the Community

New to the Plaza is a classic Japanese noodle shop
that wouldn’t seem out of place on a street corner in
Tokyo. Whether you’re on the go or just looking for a
relaxing place to eat lunch or dinner, Teinei Ya
Ramen provides creative Ramen dishes made with
the freshest of ingredients and at affordable prices
from $11 to $13. Located at 5 So. Middle Neck Rd.
Great Neck, NY 11021, Teinei Ya Ramen serves
excellent noodle dishes for all taste buds, such as
veggie tempura, beef tomato stew, and edamame
falafel. You also have the option of choosing your
own toppings, sides of fried chicken or fried
dumplings, and array of authentic juices and specialty

drinks straight from Japan. Before arriving in
-4

After opening a uccessful ramen shop in Little Neck, in
May of 2014, Ning Wang (pictured above) has expanded his
business to a second location at 5 So. Middle Neck Rd. in
the Village of Great Neck Plaza.

America, the restaurant’s owner Ning Wang gained
his expertise in cooking ramen from working part
time in several noodle shops in Japan after moving

there from Shenyang, China at just 8 years old. After

\

A view from the interior of Teinei Ya Ramen with Ramen

bar and dining tables.

a successful run of business in Little Neck, Ning
Wang has recently opened an offshoot of his original
store, here in Great Neck, because he believed that
Great Neck was in need of a Ramen store and its
changing demographics would be highly receptive to
one. While Ramen shops like Wang’s are about as
common in Japan as McDonalds in the USA, he
noticed that despite the growing Asian community,
there were few in the area.

At a recent visit to his shop, Mr. Wang commented
that “Great Neck is a wonderful area, full of great
people, and possesses a lot of opportunity for this
type of retail establishment.” In just a short time
since opening, Ning Wang has been able to expand
his business through advertising on social media
platforms, such as Yelp. Wang sees a promising
future in store for Teinei Ya Ramen’s Great Neck
location. For more information regarding Teinei Ya
Ramen, call the restaurant at (516) 472-0672.
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Taking Action on Pedestrian Safety in the Plaza
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If you’ve been out walking or driving on North Station
Plaza, you might have observed that the Village has
recently installed additional highly-visible fluorescent
signage to educate motorists and pedestrians about the
locations of the midblock crosswalks. It’s also to create
greater public awareness of the crosswalks leading to
the Great Neck train station, and to encourage motorists
to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalks. This is a street
in the village that has a large number of pedestrians
crossing during the a.m. and p.m. rush hour periods to
access the LIRR Great Neck train station.

The Mayor and Board of Trustees have been working
with our Nassau County Police Department and Nassau
County Legislator Ellen Birnbaum to identify initiatives
that can increase pedestrian safety. North Station Plaza
was identified by Officers Daniel Hedgecock and Steve
Krukowski of the 3™ Precinct in a Traffic Safety
Meeting held in Village Hall on October 19, 2017,
organized by Legislator Birnbaum and attended by
Village officials. The police officers suggested a pilot
street in the Plaza to install more visible crosswalk
signage. This was done successfully along Middle
Neck Road in the Village of Great Neck, near the
Dunkin’ Donuts at 566 Middle Neck Road, which was a
hot spot for pedestrians possibly conflicting with
vehicles with the open campus of Great Neck North
High School.

By adding more visible crosswalk signage and having
stepped up police enforcement at these un-signalized
crosswalks, we are optimistic it will result in increased
safety. While the law for crosswalks used to require
motorists to yield for a pedestrian on their side of the
road only, drivers are now required to yield for a
pedestrian in the entire length of a crosswalk. Drivers
are still not educated about this law and many do not
adhere to it. The Nassau County Police felt such as pilot
program would be helpful. A follow-up meeting with

Plaza Voice

North Station Paa’s ne crosalk sién installed with
the help of the Nassau County Police Department.
Officers Hedgecock and Krukowski, with Mayor
Celender and the Village’s Department of Public Works
was held on February 1 to develop the specifics of the
pilot program. Appropriate signs were then ordered and
have been erected by the Village’s Department of
Public Works.

Stated Mayor Celender, “The mutual goals of the
Village and Nassau County Police Department are to
make sure pedestrians in the Plaza remain safe when
crossing our roads. We urge drivers to slow down and
to yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk adhering to the
current Vehicle and Traffic Law. It’s the law and it
only takes a few seconds to observe it and help
improve the safety of all pedestrians.” We want to
educate both motorists and pedestrians to make our
streets and our crosswalks safer and more walkable for
all users.
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PERFORMANCE

Nina Et Cetera, “Hotter Than a Pepper Sprout; Music of the Heartland”
The Electric Dudes “Ultimate Classic Rock Hits, Then & Now”
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as an indoor concert hatl] 7o fird out f a concert has been moved contact Vithape tHall on the day of
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Dates to Remember:

e June 6 & 20th - Board of Trustees Meetings, Village Hall, 8 p.m. Visit our website
www.greatneckplaza.net, under Board of Trustees Agenda, for a list of items.

e June 17th - Father’s Day

e June 19th - First Concert of the 2018 Summer Concert Series; Dunster Road, “Classic
Rock’s Golden 60’s,” Firefighters’ Park (Grace Avenue Park), 8 p.m.

e June 21st - First Day of Summer

e June 26th - 2018 Summer Concert Series; Sugar and Spice, "Motown Gets Down”
Firefighters’ Park, 8 p.m.

e July 3rd - 2018 Summer Concert Series; Nina Et Cetera, “"Hotter Than a Pepper Sprout, Music of the
Heartland,” Firefighters’ Park, 8 p.m.

e July 4th - Independence Day, * Please note, in observance of the holiday, Village Hall will be
closed.

e July 10th - 2018 Summer Concert Series; The Electric Dudes, “Ultimate Classic Rock Hits, Then &
Now,” Firefighters’ Park, 8 p.m.

e July 17th - 2018 Summer Concert Series; Blue Bayou, “Linda Ronstadt Tribute Band,” Firefighters’
Park, 8 p.m.

VGNP Business News

=
¥

The Village is happy to welcome new businesses =
that are coming, have opened or have recently
expanded their business within the Plaza. Stop in
and greet these merchants and say “hello.” They —
bring vitality, diversity and new services to our B —2 = ﬁgﬁ y
community. If you are a new storeowner in .
town, new management, or are celebrating a
milestone anniversary, the Plaza would be happy
to provide a free Ribbon Cutting Ceremony or
help you celebrate your event. Just call the
Mayor’'s Office at 482-4500. Some recent
additions are:

e Entrée Cafe - 10A Grace Avenue (516) 708-9880 *New
Ownership*

e V Fitness and Spa - 3 Bond Street (516) 472-0886 *Now
Open*

/ oy
Shown above is Greek Xpress, your new destination for
e _ finding delicious and authentic Hellenic cooking. Located at
*  Teinel Ya Ramen -3 South Middle Neck Road. (316) 472- 37 Great Neck Rd, Greek Xpress combines traditional Greek
0672 NOW. Open flavor with grilling to offer you a variety of healthy and
e Art Portfolio Center - 10 Grace Avenue, 2nd Floor (631) 742- affordable options. Whether you're looking for a satisfying
0318 *Now Open* ) gyro or refreshing Greek Frappe to cool yourself off this
e  Mr. Poke - 27B Great Neck Road (516) 482-0416 *Coming Summer, Greek Xpress has everything you need! For more
* O > .
Soon :}f’ ¢'>f'. information regarding Greek Xpress, please call (516) 570-
D 143 . 6814.
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